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Mr. Speaker, today the House has a chance to make a judgment about the wisdom of
continuing our combat role in Afghanistan. In 2009, I came to the floor of the House and
declared that I would give the President at least a year to show that his approach could work.
For those who choose to actually look at the facts and the results to date, the conclusion is
clear: it is time--past time--for us to leave Afghanistan.

      

Time and again, our military forces would take out one of their field commanders, and every
time several more rise to take their place. This is the nature of insurgency, it is the nature of the
problem that confronts us, and it is not a problem that will be resolved by the continuous,
endless use of military force. The number of insurgent attacks is at an all-time high. The
corruption and dysfunctionality of the Afghan government has become legendary. And the cost
of this conflict--both in killed and wounded, including the long-term care costs for the hundreds
of thousands of veterans of this war--continue to rise. I voted for this resolution today in order to
show that I am no longer willing to allow our military and our nation to bear the endless, deadly
burden of a war without end that is moving neither our country nor theirs closer to safety and
security. I hope the President takes note and works with us to bring our troops home.
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